Erythropoiesis in patients with aggressive and indolent non-Hodgkin's lymphomas.
Parameters of the erythroid, granulocytic, and megakaryocytic hemopoietic stems were compared in 87 patients with aggressive and indolent non-Hodgkin's lymphomas before and 6 months after the start cytostatic therapy. Before chemotherapy anemia was detected in 46% patients with aggressive and 49% patients with indolent lymphomas. Hemoglobin content, peripheral blood erythrocyte count, and total count of erythroid cells in the bone marrow increased during chemotherapy in the indolent lymphoma group. Increased count of erythroid cells in the myelogram was due to decreased count of lymphoid cells in the bone marrow, which was associated with complete or partial remission. In aggressive lymphoma chemotherapy decreased the mean level of hemoglobin and mean erythrocyte count in the peripheral blood, but the total count of erythroid cells in the bone marrow increased; no relationship was detected between lymphocyte count in the bone marrow and erythropoiesis characteristics. Lymphocytosis >50% in the myelogram before chemotherapy was less frequent in this group in comparison with indolent non-Hodgkin's lymphomas.